
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In Creation” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “Rivalry” is the fourth in the series.  You will find the order of worship for today’s 
service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:    Both services in Sanctuary    
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship
  5:00 p.m.    Kids for Christ
  5:00 p.m.    Youth Ministry
  5:30 p.m.    Growth Groups
  7:30 p.m.    The Oaks College  Minis 

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 
a.m. for all ages. To 
learn more about 
Adult Sunday School 
classes, call Amy 
Wilson Feltz at 
672-7893 or send 
her an e-mail to 
amywi l son fe l t z@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Rummage Sale Schedule

Wednesday:    Oct 1 @ 5: 00 p.m.
                       Preview Sale - $5.00

Thursday/Friday: Rummage Sale
   8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Saturday:    Rummage Sale                                          
                       8:00 a.m. to 12:00 N
                       $1 per bag

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

                    All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893),
             if you’d like to know more about becoming involved in the items 
                                        on the schedule below.

Kids Have to be Dragged out of Church Kicking and Screaming!
  OK, that isn't exactly what is happening in this photo, but it 
is true that kids have been having a wonderful time at Kids for 
Christ, and so have the adults! Kids for Christ is our evening 
program on Sunday nights for kids ages 3-5th Grade from 5:00-
7:30pm. We eat supper, play games, go to choir, and hear a Bible 
story. The preschoolers usually also have a craft.  
  The children are divided up by age, and it is a wonderful time 
for them to make friends or deepen the relationships they 
already have.  We have amazing college students who work with 

the kids in smaller groups, helping them memorize scripture and facilitating game time.  And we also have 
wonderful parents who volunteer each week to cook supper for all the children and youth on Sunday nights.            
It is such a wonderful thing to see so many different people of the church coming together to make Sunday 
nights such a fun-filled learning experience for the kids.  Thank you to everyone who helps make Sunday 
nights a success. If you haven't brought your kids before, I hope you'll give it a chance tonight! 
  For more information, please contact me at children@aldersgateabilene.org or 660-5529. — Alayna Brooks

Tuesday:
 6:45 p.m.  Julilee Ringers

Wednesday:
 6:45 p.m. Growth Groups
 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir



College Ministry:  Join us at the Open Door Garden! 

Youth Ministry:  Encouragement for Worship
   Whether we are at a Denny’s or at the altar, on a train or in a pew, we 
have an opportunity to worship God with our words, thoughts, and 
actions throughout our day. However, sometimes we can get confused 
as to what worship is and what it isn’t. Here are a few guidelines that I 
think can help us as we look to be more Christlike.
 • God only accepts free-will offerings. How much more does 
it mean to you when someone you care about blesses you freely rather 
than feeling like they owe you something? God is interested in the 
former. God is blessed when we worship Him because our heart has 
been moved to do so (Exodus 25:2).
 • God wants it all. Jesus was asked what the greatest commandment was. He answered, “You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” (Matthew 22:33) 
 •Worship is about Him, not us. Hebrews 13:15 says, “Through Him then let us continually offer 
up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge His name.” The word sacrifice hits 
me every time I read it. When we really take this to heart, worship becomes less about our preferences and 
more about Him. 
 •Worship should be an overflow. “For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart.” (Matthew 
12:34) If we are spending our time focusing on the blessings of God and loving Him and His people, that 
heart of worship will naturally flow out of us in our daily lives.
 •God deserves our best. The absolute best, sacrifice of praise we can offer (Deuteronomy 15:21). 
This doesn’t mean you have to sing the best, be the studliest athlete or be the top employee at work, but to 
offer the very best you can give to worshipping God in all you do.
   I hope these thoughts can act as an encouragement to each of us as we continue to seek God’s heart in all 
things. — Daniel Mathis

  Students, tonight, Sunday, September 28, we will have the 
wonderful opportunity of enjoying a cook-out in the Open 
Door Garden! We hope you will make time to join us for 
this time of fellowship. We will eat some good food and 
hear stories about the history and ministry of the garden. 
We’ll eat at 7:30 p.m., but you are more than welcome to 
come out a little early to hang out. 
    The garden is located on the corner of South 19th and 
Amarillo Street. Nights like these are perfect for bringing a 

friend or a roommate and escaping the busyness of college life to enjoy God’s gifts in nature, good food, and 
community. We’ll have some yard games and some music to enjoy as well. And let’s be real, who doesn’t like 
a good cook-out? (Agent Frank does!) For more information, please contact me at kyle@aldersgateabilene.
org or at 665-9916. — Kyle Watson



ALIVE In Creation: Rivalry
Genesis 3: 1-13
Sermon Notes

Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

For the love of the Win!

Good, Good, Good, Good, Good, Good, Very Good, Warning, Not Good, BAD!

The Great Temptation – “you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:5)

                                           Being Like God vs. Being Made in God’s Image?

The Great Harpagmos and the Spiral of Death

Took some and ate vs. Take and Eat

“If we imitate our way into that rat race, we will compete rather than create, impress rather than bless, 
defeat rather than protect, dominate rather than serve, and exploit rather than respect. As a result, we 
will turn our neighbor first into a rival, and then an enemy, and then a victim.”
                                                                         –We Make the Road by Walking by Brian McLaren, p. 17



Growth Group Questions
1. What makes for a good rivalry? 

2. At what moments in your life do you become most competitive?  What desires drive you 
to beat your opponent and win?

3. Write down one thing about this week’s sermon that really got your attention that you 
would like to discuss with your group?

 
4. Pastor Steve said, “When we sin (a willful violation of a known law of God) we challenge 
the goodness of God and exert our definition goodness over His.  This act of making God our 
rival always robs us of LIFE!”  What struck you about this quote?  Do you agree or disagree?

5. Read Philippians 2:1-11.  What are the main ways that Jesus acted differently than Adam 
and Eve in Genesis 3.

6. What is your understanding of holy communion?  What do you think is going on with 
God and with us when we come to the communion table?  How did you respond when Pastor 
Steve drew the connection between the Last Supper and Genesis 3?  Was it helpful?  If so, in what 
way?  

7. How can the members of your growth group pray for you this week?



   Our current sermon series, has 
been inspired by the Bible and by “We 
Make the Road by 
Walking,” authored  
by Brian McLaren.   
You are encouraged 
to read both this year 
to dive    into a deeper 
understanding of the 
major themes. 
   The book chapters 
are short, and the questions are 
thought-provoking! 
 Copies of the book are available 
through the church office for $17.50 
each.

 Grace and Peace!
— Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading Daily Bible Readings
Below you will find a list of 
sermon related passages and a 
list of passages that will take you 
through the Bible in a year. Please 
consider reading both each day 
as we continue in our ALIVE 
sermon series. 
              SermonPassages                                      
Sunday:                  Genesis 3: 1-13

Monday:                Genesis 4: 1-16      

Tuesday:                            Psalm 32

Wednesday:    Philippians 2: 1-11

Thursday:                Samuel 1:1-20

Friday:                  Samuel 26: 1-25

Saturday:         Matthew 26: 47-56

Chronological Bible 
Readings

 Sunday:                  Genesis 30-31

 Monday:                  Genesis 32-34

 Tuesday:                  Genesis 35-37

 Wednesday:          Genesis 38-40

 Thursday:              Genesis 41-42

 Friday:                 Genesis 43-45

 Saturday:               Genesis 46-47

How sweet are your words to my 
taste, sweeter than honey to my 
mouth! 
                                 Psalm 119: 103

Financial Peace to Begin October 16
 At Aldersgate, we talk about money because Jesus 
talked about money. Essentially, the way that we 
relate to money has effects on every aspect of our 
lives, including and especially, our faith. Healthy 
management of money, which in the church is often 
known as “stewardship,” can bring us freedom and 
joy. One excellent tool in learning to manage money 
in a healthy way is a program called Financial Peace 
University, which was created by Dave Ramsey.
 In this eight-week course, participants learn 
methods of budgeting, spending and saving wisely 

and eliminating debt. Aldersgate member Diana Hartmann has volunteered to facilitate a Financial Peace 
University course on Thursday nights from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Chapel, beginning on October 
16th. The course would run through December 11th, taking a break on November 27th for Thanksgiving. 
The cost to participants will be $93 per couple/pair and provides the materials needed for the course. That’s 
a significant savings from individually ordering the information online, which costs $199 per kit.    If you 
are interested in more information or in signing up for the course, please contact Diana Hartmann at (325) 
518-1498 or call the church office at (325) 672-7893. Grace and Peace.



Open Door Garden:  Animal Blessing on October 4
   St. Francis is the patron saint of all  living things. 
In our United Methodist tradition, we typically 
don’t observe the saints and their feast days in 
the ways that other traditions do. However, St. 
Francis’ love of all creation has inspired people 
of many faith traditions to take some time on or 
near his feast day, October 4, to give thanks to 
God for the joy and comfort that animals bring 
to our lives.
   In the Aldersgate community, our Open Door 
Community Garden (S. 19th and Amarillo) 
provides an excellent setting for such a 
celebration. This is an invitation to you and to your pets to come to the Open Door on Saturday, October 
4, at 4:00 p.m., to celebrate the goodness of God’s creation. If for whatever reason, it is best for your pet to 
remain at home, you are welcome to bring a photograph to the celebration. This is an invitation as well to 
all of you who love animals but may not have pets of your own. All are welcome to come and participate in 
the blessing. Let all creation praise! Should you have any questions about the animal blessing or the garden, 
please feel free to contact me at amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org or at (325) 660-5017. Grace and 
Peace. — Amy Wilson Feltz

Snack Bar: Open Oct. 2nd & 3rd

A great way to

support the UMW. 

To-go orders 

available!

       The United Methodist Women’s annual Rummage Sale is October 1 through October 4. On Thursday and 
Friday, October 2nd and 3rd, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., traditional favorites such as beans & cornbread, 
chili cheese dogs & chips, nachos, and homemade pecan pie will be served at the Rummage Sale in the 
Fellowship Hall. Cold drinks and coffee will also be available.
    The Bake Sale also will be open for business on Thursday and Friday.  Be sure to take home a special 
dessert for dinner. Don’t forget to bake your specialty to sell.
     Proceeds from the Rummage Sale are channeled into church and community outreach. Many Abilene 
citizens benefit directly from inexpensive purchases and indirectly from donations to non-profit groups. 
Aldersgate’s United Methodist Women take responsibility for organizing, promoting and partially manning 
the event. Volunteers, including Aldersgate men, youth, women and Boy Scouts contribute to the successful 
effort.



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Alice Shaw

Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Launa Brand
Mary Gregory
Ann Arthur
Mary Buckner
Leslie Kitchell

Presence                      (9.21.2014)

Budget for 2014 = $754,631.00
Received This Week = $11,994.42
Received Month-to-Date = $44,661.78 
Received Year-to-Date = $554,393.55
2014 Faith Promise Pledges = $70,859.00
2014 Faith Promise Contributions = $130,407.02

Staying Connected:
Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Dan Gilbreath
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Worship Service=   237                    
11:00 a.m. Worship Service= 190

Total Worship Service Attendance=427                                                   
 Sunday school=236

The Oaks =26 

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. Willis, 
on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is available. For more 
information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Ruben Sandoval

Congratulations to the Alvarez family on the baptism of their youngest boy, Ezekiel 
Matthew on September 21, 2014. Ezekiel has three older brothers,  Jacob, Dominic and 
Luke.  Robert and Stacy and family joined Aldersgate UMC, March 9, 2008.
Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

Still need a copy of “We Make the Road by Walking”? The church office has extra  
books available for $17.50 each.   



Have you ever wondered what key things about our Wesleyan/Methodist heritage echo through the 
centuries?  Last week while at a conference, I heard Joe Dongell, a seminary professor of mine, remind me 
what the core of our heritage actually is.  The following are the 13 things that he determined were at the core 
of our heritage after reading the whole 13 volume set of John Wesley’s Works twice.

     1.         We are a people of one book.  Hence, the 52-week through the Bible sermon series that we are now      
              engaged in.
     2. We also value reason, tradition and personal experience when seeking to understand God and our   
      place in the world
     3. We believe that God gives us freedom to choose to follow him or not.
     4. We believe that salvation is a process and not just a one-shot deal. We believe that we have been 
     saved, are being saved, and will be saved. We believe that salvation comes through God’s prevenient,
 justifying, sanctifying, and glorifying grace. 
     5. We believe that progress in the Christian life comes by participating in the means of grace. The 
 means of grace are spiritual practices that open us up to the work of God in our lives. Examples:
 Scripture reading, prayer, solitude, the Lords’ Supper, serving others, etc...
     6. Therefore, we believe that people can actually, really be changed by the grace of God.
     7. This progress happens most effectively in the company of others.  We are made holy with and
 through the help or others. We cannot progress alone!
     8. We believe that God desires all to be saved, not just some elect.
     9. We believe that the poor and the marginalized must be nurtured and invited to fully participate in
 the kingdom of God.
   10. We believe that God gives assurance, confidence, and peace to those who are following in His
 ways!
    11. We believe that God’s grace renews our wills and gives us power over sin.
    12. We don’t believe that we have a “corner” on the truth.  We believe that we must foster unity with  
 Christians of all “stripes.” We must learn from each other and stop judging.
    13. While 1-12 are exceedingly important for our movement, there is one that shines above them all…
    LOVE! This is why we say Sola Sancta Caritas (only holy love) at the end of our worship services.
 The reason the Methodists grew from 3% to 35% of the U.S. population between 1775 and 1860 
 is that we allowed the holy love of God to burn in our hearts. We accepted it! We received it! We
 knew God to be a pardoning God! We had our narratives of God right. That love empowered us
 to be more like Jesus and God’s holy love spilled over from us to our neighbors and the country
 was changed!

Here at Aldersgate, one of the ways Pastor Amy and I are seeking to lead our church is by connecting us to 
this rich and sometimes lost heritage.  By the grace of God, let’s embrace it!

Oh God, as John Wesley’s heart was strangely warmed at that small group meeting on Aldersgate Street, may 
our heritage of Holy Love warm our hearts too.  May it fill us, burn in us, and compel us to be transformed by 
it and be used by you to transform the world.  Lord have Mercy!  AMEN!      

OUR HERITAGE                                                  by Pastor Steve


